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Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Welcome
Prelude

Quasi allegro from Chorale Prelude No. 3

César Franck

Greeting
The one who calls us to love has been loving us longer than we have drawn breath. Sink into
the arms of Love this day and trust the hand that holds you.
Prayer
Hymn

How Great Thou Art
1 O Lord, my God! when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Stuart K. Hine

Refrain:
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee;
how great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee;
how great thou art, how great thou art!
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain]
3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in;
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain]
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! [Refrain]
Old Testament Lesson
Psalm 100 (CEB)
Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!
2
Serve the Lord with celebration!
Come before him with shouts of joy!
3 Know that the Lord is God—
he made us; we belong to him,
We are his people,
the sheep of his own pasture.

Rev. Donna Hester

4 Enter

his gates with thanks;
enter his courtyards with praise!
Thank him! Bless his name!
5 Because the Lord is good,
his loyal love lasts forever;
his faithfulness lasts generation after generation.
Song

I Will Follow
Oh oh oh
Verse 1
All Your ways are good
All Your ways are sure
I will trust in You alone
Higher than my sight
High above my life
I will trust in You alone
Chorus
Where You go I'll go
Where You stay I'll stay
When You move I'll move
I will follow You
Whom You love I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life I lose
I will follow (You)
Interlude
Yeah I will follow You yeah
Verse 2
Light into the world
Light into my life
I will live for You alone
You're the One I seek
Knowing I will find
All I need in You alone
In You alone
Bridge
In You there's life everlasting
In You there's freedom for my soul
In You there's joy unending joy
And I will follow
Ending
Yeah I will follow You yeah
I will follow You yeah
I will follow You yeah

Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

C. Tomlin/J. Ingram/R. Morgan

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Gospel Lesson
John 3:1-21 (CEB)
Rev. Donna Hester
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. 2 He came to Jesus at night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one
could do these miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3 Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born anew, it’s not possible to see God’s
kingdom.”
4 Nicodemus asked, “How is it possible for an adult to be born? It’s impossible to enter the
mother’s womb for a second time and be born, isn’t it?”
5 Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, it’s not
possible to enter God’s kingdom. 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t be surprised that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’
8 God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes. You hear its sound, but you don’t know where it
comes from or where it is going. It’s the same with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9 Nicodemus said, “How are these things possible?”
10 “Jesus answered, “You are a teacher of Israel and you don’t know these things? 11 I
assure you that we speak about what we know and testify about what we have seen, but you
don’t receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you don’t believe,
how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has gone up to heaven
except the one who came down from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up 15 so that everyone who
believes in him will have eternal life. 16 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life. 17 God didn’t
send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through
him. 18 Whoever believes in him isn’t judged; whoever doesn’t believe in him is already
judged, because they don’t believe in the name of God’s only Son.
19 “This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, and people loved darkness
more than the light, for their actions are evil. 20 All who do wicked things hate the light and
don’t come to the light for fear that their actions will be exposed to the light. 21 Whoever
does the truth comes to the light so that it can be seen that their actions were done in God.”
Song
God So Loved
Verse 1
Come all you weary
Come all you thirsty
Come to the well that never runs dry
Drink of the water
Come and thirst no more
Verse 2
Come all you sinners
Come find His mercy
Come to the table He will satisfy
Taste of His goodness
Find what you're looking for
Chorus 1

A. Bergthold/Ed, Franni, Martin, Scott Cash

For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save us
Whoever believes in Him will live forever
Verse 3
Bring all your failures
Bring your addictions
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting there
With open arms
Chorus 2
For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save us
Whoever believes in Him will live forever
The power of hell forever defeated
Now it is well I'm walking in freedom
For God so loved God so loved the world
Bridge
Praise God praise God
From whom all blessings flow
Praise Him praise Him
For the wonders of His love
Chorus 3
For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save
Verse 4
Bring all your failures
Bring your addictions
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting
God so loved the world
New Testament Lesson
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (CEB)
Rev. Donna Hester
If I speak in tongues of human beings and of angels but I don’t have love, I’m a clanging
gong or a clashing cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries and
everything else, and if I have such complete faith that I can move mountains but I don’t
have love, I’m nothing. If I give away everything that I have and hand over my own body
to feel good about what I’ve done but I don’t have love, I receive no benefit whatsoever.
Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude,
it doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it
isn’t happy with injustice, but it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts
in all things, hopes for all things, endures all things.
Love never fails. As for prophecies, they will be brought to an end. As for tongues, they
will stop. As for knowledge, it will be brought to an end. We know in part and we
prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, what is partial will be brought to an end.
When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, reason like a child, think like a child. But
now that I have become a man, I’ve put an end to childish things. Now we see a reflection
in a mirror; then we will see face-to-face. Now I know partially, but then I will know
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completely in the same way that I have been completely known. Now faith, hope, and
love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love.
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Hymn

He Lives
(1) I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today;
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say.
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,
And just the time I need him, he’s always near.

Alfred H. Ackley

Refrain
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart.
(2) In all the world around me I see his loving care,
and though my heart grows weary, I never will despair.
I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast;
the day of his apprearing will come at last. (Refrain)
(3) Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find;
none other is so loving, so good and kind. (Refrain)
Blessing
Postlude

When the Roll is Called up Yonder

Announcements
Calendar
Sunday, September 12, 2021
8:30 am
Christian Formation Class (Zoom)
9:00 am
Lessons and Music (FLC)
10:00 am
Sunday School Classes
10:00 am
Online Worship Service (Facebook, YouTube)
11:00 am
Lessons and Music (FLC)
Monday, September 13, 2021
9:00 am
Monday Morning Maintenance (Narthex)
12:00 pm
Staff Meeting (Zoom)
5:30 pm
Yoga (FLC)
6:00 pm
Trustees (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 pm
Scouts (FLC)
Tuesday, September 14, 2021
9:00 am
Camp Faith (Rm 26, 28)
Wednesday, September 15, 2021
6:30 pm
Choir Practice (Choir Room)
Thursday, September 16, 2021
8:00 am
Prayer Partners (Clubhouse)

arr. Anna Laura Page

9:00 am
6:30 pm

Camp Faith (Rm 26, 28)
Nominations Meeting (Zoom)
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